
Rising into Fifth Grade 

All rising into fifth grade students must read the required book choice at their grade level and complete the 
accompanying assignment(s)/ activities.  They must also read one additional book of their choice from the 
approved book list at their grade level, and then complete a one-page written summary.  Each assignment is due on 
the first day of school. 

Novel Author 
REQUIRED: **The Jungle Book Rudyard Kipling 
The Red Badge of Courage Stephen Crane 
Caddie Woodlawn Carol Ryne Brink 
The Matchlock Gun Walter D. Edmonds 
Gettysburg MacKinlay Kantor 
Rifles for Watie Harold Keith 
The Magician’s Nephew C.S. Lewis 
 

The Jungle Book Reading Assignment:  

You are about to embark on a beautiful, timeless, and exciting journey.  The Jungle Book is known as a 
literary classic; a literary classic is a work of the highest excellence that has something important to say about life 
and/ or the human condition and says it with great artistry.  A classic, through its enduring presence, has withstood 
the test of time and is not bound by time, place, or customs.  It speaks to us today as forcefully as it spoke to 
people one hundred or more years ago, and as forcefully as it will speak to people of future generations.  For this 
reason, a classic is said to have universality.  

When reading this story by Mr. Rudyard Kipling, you become a participant of decades of history, all the 
while coming to learn what makes us human.  It’s a great privilege, and I so hope you can learn to appreciate it. 

For this novel, please complete the following using complete sentences: 

1.  Name each main character you come across.  Along with their name, please provide a character 
description for them.  Who are they?  What character traits make them who they are? 

2. Who is/ are the protagonist(s) and the antagonist(s) in the story?  (Look up terms if you are unfamiliar 
with them.)  How do you know?  Provide text-based evidence! 

3. While reading, look for overarching themes that define the purpose of the story.  Write these themes 
down and provide two textual examples to prove your findings. 

4. What is the main conflict of the story?  How do you know?  Provide textual evidence!  
- Choose between the following conflict options: 
- a. Man vs. Man 
- b. man vs. self 
- c. Man vs. Society 
- d. Man vs. Nature 
- e. Man vs. God/ Fate 

5. Why do you think the author wrote this story?  What is your opinion of the novel? 
6. Please have a parent/ guardian sign the first page of the stapled finished work to turn in to your teacher 

upon return to school. 



Compelling Questions to Ask Your Reader 
 

Parents: You don’t have to ask all of these questions during every 
story/chapter. Picking one or two is perfectly fine!  
 

1. What does the character want, and why can’t he or she have it?  
a. Every story’s main character wants something and can’t have it-- 

that’s the conflict. Something is inhibiting the character from getting what he or she most 
desires. There usually isn’t only one right answer to this question. 

2. Should he or she have done that?  
a. Should is an incredibly powerful word-- one must be thought through, reasoned with, and 

backed up. The answer might seem obvious on the surface, but ask this question once or 
twice, and you may be surprised at how much fun you can have with it.  

3. How is X like Y? Or how is X different from Y? 
a. Considering how something is like or different from something else is how we develop 

metaphors. Metaphors matter because they are how we understand and communicate 
ideas to one another. 

b. Do not limit the comparisons to characters alone-- include places and objects. 
4. Who is the most ___________ in the story? 

a. Insert any character trait into the blank space. You’ll probably need to follow up this 
question with a second one-- something like, “What makes you say that?” or, “Can you 
give me an example?” 

b. Here are some character traits to get you started: ambitious, bold, brave, bright, calm, 
capable, careful, cautious, charming, considerate, cowardly, creative, dangerous, 
dauntless, deceptive, disloyal, demanding, determined, faithful, foolish, friendly, 
generous, grateful, greedy, happy, hard-working, honest, humorous, intelligent, loving, 
merciful, mysterious, naughty, nervous, noble, obnoxious, persistent, pleasant, proud, 
reliable, resourceful, restless, sad, selfish, selfless, sharp-witted, sincere, thoughtful, 
unkind, unselfish, virtuous, wise, witty… 

5. What does this story or character remind you of? 
a. Again, we want our children to learn to think in metaphor, because metaphors are how 

we understand and communicate ideas. 
6. What is the character most afraid of? 

a. We learn a lot about a person by talking time to consider their greatest fears. This doesn’t 
have to be the main character-- you can ask it about any of the central characters in the 
story who have their own fears and desires. 
 



7. What would you change about the setting or main character if you were writing this 
book? 

a. This question might work best for children over age seven. They get the benefit of using 
someone else’s world and characters as they play with language and plot twists. 

8. What surprised you most? 
a. We can discover a lot about our kids by finding out what catches them off-guard, and is 

especially good after reading picture books, as picture book authors and illustrators often 
work very hard to surprise their readers. 

9. Which character most reminds you of yourself? 
a. Most often we’ll relate to the main character, but the conversations that follow this 

realization can lead to some great discussions and a new understanding of each other.  
b. Seeing ourselves in the books we read can shed a lot of light-- not just on the story, but 

on our own strengths and weaknesses as we live out our real day-to-day lives. 
10.What is something you don’t want to forget from this book (or from this chapter)? 

a. To answer this question, the reader must recall the story and bring to mind a specific 
scene.  

b. It’s an easier question to answer than “What was your favorite part of the story?” because 
there’s no pressure to find the very best answer. You can simply name any one thing you 
don’t want to forget.  

 
The conversations you unleash by asking open-ended questions in an easygoing, friendly way are 
limitless. You may find that one or two questions are your own go-tos, your favorites to ask your kids 
time and time again. A friendly disposition and a collection of open-ended questions such as these are 
all you need to have meaningful, lasting conversations with your kids about books. 
 
Remember, the habit of asking compelling questions is more important than getting compelling 
answers. Make asking questions and having conversations as frequent and natural as asking your kids 
how their day went, or what they did at their friend’s house. Don’t worry too much about whether their 
answers are profound. That will come with time and practice. Instead, focus on helping your child 
develop a habit of asking questions.  
 
*Questions and descriptions taken from the book, The Read-Aloud Family, by Sarah Mackenzie, copyright 2018.   



Summer Math Homework  

 Rising Fifth Grade Students 

 

Dear parents, 

The following math packet for your scholar includes the first 8 lessons in the Saxon Math 7/6 

textbook that we use to teach our fifth graders. This packet has a WARM-UP section for quick 

mental math practice,as well as, a NEW CONCEPTS section where it explains the lesson and 

provides various examples for the scholar to follow.  Finally, there is the LESSON PRACTICE and 

MIXED PRACTICE sections, where your scholar will be completing their work. The LESSON 

PRACTICE contains problems that directly relate to the lesson being taught. The MIXED 

PRACTICE is a spiral review of the previous lessons and concepts learned in fourth grade. 

 

Assignment 

Please have your scholar complete the MIXED PRACTICE questions 1-30 for each lesson over the 

summer. We recommend breaking up each lesson into one week working on a few problems 

each night. This is to ensure your scholar is not overwhelmed at the end of the summer with all 

eight lessons.  

Please make sure each lesson is completed neatly and correctly numbered with the scholar’s 

name in the upper right hand corner of their paper, followed underneath by the lesson number, 

and the number of questions completed which is 1-30. Scholars must show their work for all 

required problems.  

This packet is to be turned in to your scholar’s fifth grade teacher on the first day of school and 

will be taken as their first math grade of the year. 

Thank you for your continued support in your scholar’s education and have a wonderful 

summer!! 

 

Sincerely, 

The Fifth Grade Team 
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